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Conservation Plan

A record of decisions and supporting information 
for treatment of a unit of land meeting planning 

criteria for one or more identified natural 
resource concerns as a result of the planning 

process

Simply put…
• Site visit to discuss concerns with landowner

• Identification of resource concerns

• Options for addressing resource concerns

• Technical assistance
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Your Name Here



A Conservation Plan IS NOT…
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You won’t get in trouble 
for having the planner out 
to the farm while being in 

violation.

You are not required to 
implement your plan.  We 
hope you do, but we can’t 

make you.

A plan is needed for most 
cost share programs, but 
it is not a guarantee for 

funding.

Regulatory 
Authority

Contract Free Money



Conservation Planning Process

Site Visit

Identify problems

Determine objectives

Inventory

Inventory resources

Analyze resource 

data

Practices

Formulate alternatives

Evaluate alternatives

Design

Make decisions

Investigate funding

Construction

Implement the plan

Evaluate the plan

4



Conventional Planning

• Political Boundaries

• State, County, City, Township

• Multiple Agencies/Plans

• County Water Plan

• Friends Groups

• TMDLs/WRAPs

• MN DNR

• USDA NRCS

• SWCDs

• NPS

• Confusion for Clients

• Who do I go to?
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6This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/2017/04/21/trilogy-flashback-through-the-looking-glass-herding-cats-for-the-peoples-climate-march-what-we-refuse-to-see/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Watershed-scale Planning

One Plan

All partners come 
together to create one 
cohesive plan.

Conservation Planner

Employee dedicated to 
the watershed.

The Future

Working across 
boundaries.
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Prioritization within the LSC
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• Rock Creek Sub-Watershed

• North Branch of the Sunrise River Sub-Watershed

• Escarpment area of Chisago County

• Watershed districts-at least one plan per district



Thank you!


