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Perennial Crops for the St. Croix Valley

Productive, resilient agro-ecosystems



Who is this guy?
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Creating land-based Communities



Our Journey Unfolds..
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Erosion
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ADDRESSING COMMON ISSUES



Poor Drainage & Seasonal Fluctuation
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ADDRESSING COMMON ISSUES
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Production on Marginal Lands
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ADDRESSING COMMON ISSUES
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Diversified Harvests + Income
RELIABLE LAND ENTERPRISE
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An Uncertain Climate
RELIABLE LAND ENTERPRISE



Resilient Natives
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RELIABLE LAND ENTERPRISE
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Perennial Root Structure
PERENNIAL BENEFITS



Air + Water Infiltration
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PERENNIAL BENEFITS
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Carbon
PERENNIAL BENEFITS



Long-term Investment
THE BOTTOM LINE
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THE BOTTOM LINE
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Niche Income Streams



Shelf-stable Products
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THE BOTTOM LINE



17

A Cooperative Model
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THE BOTTOM LINE
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Equipment
THE BOTTOM LINE
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Establishment + Irrigation
19

THE BOTTOM LINE



Establishment + Maturation
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THE BOTTOM LINE
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Establishment + Weed Management
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THE BOTTOM LINE
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Income, Personal Use, Wildlife?
MEETING YOUR GOALS
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Your Lifestyle and Crop Activities
MEETING YOUR GOALS



Site Conditions
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WORKING WITH NATURE
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What’s Naturally There?
WORKING WITH NATURE
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Species and Variety Selection
DIVERSIFIED ORCHARDS
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Extended Plant Palette
DIVERSIFIED ORCHARDS
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American Black Elderberry
TOP-PERFORMING PLANTS

BOTANICAL - Sambucus canadensis cultivar’s

TOP VARIETIES - Adams, Johns, York, Bob Gordon

SUNLIGHT - Full Sun

SOIL TYPE(S) - High Organic Matter, pH 5.5-6.5
 
MOISTURE - High

IRRIGATION NEEDS - 
Requires Irrigation for Optimal Production

FERTILITY NEEDS - NPK inputs

MARKETABLE HARVESTS - 
Flowers, Fruit, Cuttings for Propagation

EXISTING VIABLE PRODUCTS - 
Juices
Syrups
Immune-boosting elixirs
Tincture
Dried berries
Jam/jelly 
Cuttings for propagation
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Black Currant
TOP-PERFORMING PLANTS

BOTANICAL - Ribes species cultivar’s

TOP VARIETIES -  
U of MN White Pine Blister Rust resistant var’s

SUNLIGHT - Full Sun to Light Shade

SOIL TYPE(S) - Loamy clay ideal (pH 6-6.5) 

MOISTURE - Well-drained, moisture-retentive

IRRIGATION NEEDS - 
Requires Irrigation for Optimal Production

FERTILITY NEEDS - NPK inputs

MARKETABLE HARVESTS - 
Fruit, Cuttings for Propagation

EXISTING VIABLE PRODUCTS - 
Fresh Fruit 
Dried fruit
Jam/jelly 
Cuttings/Potted Plants for propagation
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Spotted-wing Drosophila
PEST & DISEASE RESILIENCE



 
 
     RESOURCES + Q/A

31

Elderberry Production - 
www.riverhillsharvest.com/growers

Hazelnut Production - 
www.americanhazelnutcompany.com/grow-with-us.html

Honeyberry USA -  
http://honeyberryusa.com/about-honeyberry.html

*Please leave your email on the sheet for further links and information


