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 joins the WCD as our new District Man-
ager. Jay brings with him a wealth of experience and a 
diverse background. He spent the last eight years work-
ing across the Mississippi River for the Dakota County 
Soil and Water Conservation District. Prior to that he 
worked as an environmental consultant in the Twin 
Cities and a water resource planner in southeast Michi-
gan. He received his BS in Biology and Psychology from 
the University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire, and MS in 
Water Resources from Michigan State University. “I 
look forward to working with the citizens and offi  cials 
in Washington County to fi nd innovative, cost-eff ec-
tive ways to manage our land and water resources.” Jay 
enjoys sharing his interests in water resources with his 
wife, Diane, and two daughters, Lauren (9) and Katie 
(6), “I’ve been bringing my family to the St. Croix 
Valley to enjoy the beautiful landscape for years and am 
proud to play a role in conserving natural resources in 
Washington County.”

 just fi nished her Masters in Land-
scape Architecture and will be working on water quality 
monitoring, geographic information system, and storm-
water management projects. She is not new to the Dis-
trict, having been a seasonal employee for the past two 
years. Andrea brings with her a wide variety of skills 
and a phenomenal level of enthusiasm.  "I grew up in 
Woodbury and continue to watch the county change 
and grow.  Choosing how to live with and protect our 
natural resources is a pressing question today.  As the 
Twin Cities grows in population and area, we have a 
great opportunity in Washington County to demonstrate 
how to inhabit the land in a more sustainable way."





When it rains, much of the water makes its way to our 
lakes, rivers, and streams. Th e water that runs over the 
surface is called stormwater. In natural areas, like woods 
and prairies, very little water runs over the surface. 
Most of it either percolates into the ground or is used 
up by plants. Th e water that percolates into the ground 
is fi ltered and ends up as groundwater, springs, or 
provides cold water for nearby lakes and streams. Th e 
water cycle, as seen below, continues as evaporation 
occurs and clouds are formed.

IMPERVIOUS SURFACES ALTER THE  
   WATER CYCLE
In urban and suburban areas, the water cycle is dramat-
ically altered.  Because of impervious areas like roads, 
driveways, and roofs, much more stormwater runoff  
occurs than in natural areas.  For example, in a typical 
wooded or prairie area in Washington County, runoff  
will only occur around six times per year. Stormwater 
is really only generated during snowmelt and intense 
thunderstorms. Compare this to a typical residential 
neighborhood where runoff  will occur over 20 times 
per year.  Th at’s a lot of stormwater!

WHY IS THIS A PROBLEM?
Th e problem with stormwater is a combination of the 
increased volume, fl ow, and pollutants.  Stormwater 
carries with it all the pollutants found on the ground.  
Sediment, nutrients, chemicals, bacteria, and every-
thing else that ends up on the surface of the land can be 

carried downhill. In addition to the pollutants, storm-
water runs off  impervious surfaces very quickly, which 
can cause erosion and fl ooding problems. And if that’s 
not enough, roads, driveways, and roofs prohibit infi l-
tration. Th is impacts groundwater supplies and springs 
- the source of cold water for many streams and lakes.

WHAT CAN WE DO?
Quite simply, a lot. Th e source of the problem is all 
around us. It’s not someone else’s driveway or roof, it’s 
our own impervious areas that are creating the storm-
water. So, in addition to the eff orts of your Conser-
vation District, County, City, and Watershed, we as 
homeowners can help solve the problem by looking in 
our own yards to fi nd ways to reduce stormwater runoff  
and water pollution at its source. Th e great thing is that 
you can use this as an excuse to improve your landscap-
ing – just call it landscaping for water quality!

LANDSCAPING FOR WATER QUALITY
Th e trick to Landscaping for Water Quality is learning 
where your water goes when it rains. Investigate what 
happens around your house during a heavy downpour. 
Wherever the lawn stays squishy for days is a good 
indicator of low areas. Once you know where the water 
goes, what are your options? Th is is the potentially 
imposing part of the process because there are so many 
options. Th is is also when we can help the most – just 
give the WCD a call and we’ll be happy to help with 
the process.                                   











To all the county residents who bought trees from us this past spring, and to the County Master Gardeners 
who volunteered time to answer questions.

We distributed over 43,000 trees this year - 21,000 conifers, 10,000 hardwoods, and 12,500 shrubs. 
Once again, the county’s wildlife will benefi t from new food sources and shelter.

Th e best time to plant a tree is ten years ago! Th e next best time is this spring.  Please check our website 
(www.mnwcd.org) in late October for the current tree order form, and look for some new additions to the 
species available!

If you need assistance with a tree-planting plan or have some questions on what trees work best in specifi c 
conditions, call Wendy at Ext. 24. 
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Th ink of the list of options like a toolbox. In your toolbox 
there are many tools for particular tasks. Luckily we have 
a really well stocked Landscaping for Water Quality 
toolbox.  Some of our conservation tools are:

1.  Native landscaping (reduced turf) – most lawns require 
intense maintenance and have shallow root systems. Native 
plants are adapted to local conditions and have deep root sys-
tems. Th ese adaptations promote percolation of water into the 
ground, fi ltration of pollutants, and wildlife habitat existence. 

 Downspouts – If your roof drains directly to your driveway, 
the water carries pollutants with it on its direct path to the 
street.  Downspouts are a great way to make sure the water can 
be treated on your property in the best place possible.

3.  Porous pavement or pavers – Porous pavements and pavers 
allow water to infi ltrate into the ground. While more expensive 
than blacktop, the systems are a very eff ective conservation tool.

 Impervious disconnection – If roof runoff  drains to drive-
way and then to street, these are called connected impervious 
areas.  Connected impervious areas generate the most runoff  
and pollution. By disconnecting these impervious areas, you 

can better protect water quality. Directing downspouts to veg-
etated areas is a great example of impervious disconnection.

5.  Rain barrels – Th is old technology is new again. Why throw 
all that great rainwater away? Instead collect it and use it for 
your garden.

6.  Rain gardens – Th ese shallow (6”) depressions are a great 
landscaping feature that do a wonderful job to promote infi ltra-
tion, fi lter runoff , and provide wildlife habitat. When installed 
propery, they only hold water for a day, so they do not promote 
growth or attraction of mosquitos. Rain gardens are planted 
with species that grow well in both wet and dry environments. 
Th ese are one of the best conservation tools in the toolbox - a 
sort of conservation “Duct Tape” !

7.  Dry well or infi ltration trench – Th ese practices are great for 
confi ned spaces and can be used to collect and infi ltrate most of 
your roof runoff .

Pollution prevention (reduce chemical use, wash vehicles at 
car-wash, etc.) – Pollution prevention is the least expensive and 
potentially most eff ective conservation tool. Th ere are many 
ways to reduce the use of and adjust how you use 
environmental toxins to make sure they do not end up 
contaminating our water resources.

 Minnesota Phosphorus Lawn Fertilizer Law – January 1, 2004 
 
Fertilizers containing phosphorus cannot be used on lawns in the seven 
county Twin Cities metro area, including Washington County. 
 
Exceptions: Lawn fertilizer with higher phosphorus content than stated 
above can be used when: 
• Establishing new lawns by seeding or laying sod. 
• When soil testing shows need for phosphorus fertilization. 
 
For soil testing information, contact the UM Soil  
Test Lab at 612-625-3101 or visit them at  
www.extension.umn.edu. 
 
Look for the middle  number!  
A string of three numbers on a 
fertilizer bag show its analysis – the middle 
number being phosphate (phosphorus) content. 
A “zero in the middle” means phosphorus-free 
fertilizer. 
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Th ank you to Konrad Koosmann for his many years of service to the WCD. Konrad retired in February 2005 after work-
ing 37 years at three Soil and Water Conservation Districts in this state (32 years at Washington Conservation District). 
Konrad can now be found in his tree stand bow hunting, on his boat fi shing on the St. Croix River, enjoying Minnesota 
winters on Fort Meyers Beach Florida, RVing across the USA, or at home in May Township working on his “honey do list”. 
On behalf of the WCD board, staff , and citizens of Washington County, we wish him all the best!
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