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Approved
Call to Order

Meeting called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chair, Louise Smallidge.

Members Present:
Louise Smallidge, Chair

John Rheinberger, Vice Chair

Jim Levitt, Treasurer




Bob Rosenquist, Secretary




Diane Blake, Communications and Outreach
Staff Present:

Jay Riggs
Shari Larkin

Other Agencies:
Michelle Wohlers, NRCS
Additions or Deletions to Agenda

Item #2 was a carryover from last month. It should be deleted from this month’s agenda. There were also two additions under New Business. Item H, GIS License Software, and Item I, Wetland Delineation Training. In addition, there was an attachment presented for the 2017 Seasonals Update under Old Business. A motion to approve the revised Agenda was made by John Rheinberger, seconded by Jim Levitt. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Items on the Consent Agenda are the 2017 Washington County AIS Technical Services Agreement in the amount of $61,500; the 2017 National Wildlife Federation Collaboration Agreement in the amount of $6,100; and the 2017 SWWD Trout Brook Ravine Prioritization Task Order in the amount of $6,800. A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Bob Rosenquist, and seconded by Diane Blake. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF February 8, 2017 BOARD MEETING MINUTES

A correction was noted regarding the Chair and Vice Chair positions. Also, under closure of the meeting, it should state that John Rheinberger “moved” to adjourn the public meeting. A motion to approve the February 8, 2017 minutes, with the changes mentioned, was made by John Rheinberger and seconded by Jim Levitt. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report

Items to note this month are $62,669.25 payable to Metropolitan Council for lab charges; $1,875.00 payable to Grain Studio, Inc. for an EMWREP expense for signs; $4,611.79 payable to MASWCD for our 2016-2017 dues; and $6,000.00 payable to RESPEC for the mapFeeder database. A motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, subject to audit, was made by Jim Levitt. Seconded by Bob Rosenquist. Motion carried.
Board Committee Reports

Personnel – Nothing to report.
Budget and Finance – Nothing to report.
Cost-Share – Nothing to report.
Communications and Outreach – Nothing to report.
AGENCY PARTNER REPORTS

Washington County – The County Board approved the AIS Agreement yesterday. They have not decided if they will add the supplemental funds to the program.
NRCS – Every year, NRCS is required to review their civil rights compliance requirements with their partners. A handout of the requirements was presented, and Michelle Wohlers went through those requirements with the Board. The Board signed that the information was reviewed with them. Michelle will present a handout explaining all the NRCS programs next month.
BWSR – Nothing to report.
MCD/MACD – The last meeting was March 29th. John Rheinberger is no longer the Chair. The meeting schedule for the remainder of the year has been determined.
Watersheds – Nothing to report.
MASWCD – Nothing to report.
EMPLOYEE REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS/INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

a. Newspaper Articles and Other WCD Outreach – A 3-ring binder of the past month’s newspaper articles is available for the Board to look through if they wish.
b. Presentation – EMWREP Overview – Angie Hong and Jenn Radtke.
Old Business

a. Building Operations and Vehicles – We have done some additional caulking inside the building, as snakes have been getting in.
b. 2017 Seasonals Update – We have made an offer for the BMP Design Technician. Lauren Haydon will be starting on April 17th. Allen VanDien will also continue working with us. We are still looking to fill the Seasonal Water Monitoring Technician, AIS Inspectors, and BMP Maintenance positions. Also presented was a Board Resolution for approval to apply for MPCA Green Corps Member Position for 2017-2018. John Rheinberger made a motion to approve the application. Diane Blake seconded the motion. Motion carried.
c. 2017 Day at the Capitol Planning – Jay has made appointments with approximately half of the legislators. In Jay’s absence, Angie will finalize the agenda for the Day at the Capitol and forward it to those planning on attending.
d. Buffers, 1W1P, and AIS Updates – Jay will be working on the application for 1W1P planning with Craig Mell and Matt Moore. We are unsure what will happen with the Buffer Program in this legislative session.
e. 2016 Year End – A year-to-date summary was included in the packet. Peterson Companies is currently compiling the year end statements for BWSR.
f. WCD 75th Anniversary – Our 75th anniversary is this year. We will have some sort of celebration/recognition.
NEW BUSINESS

a. Staff/Board Workshop – April 12, 2017 – Agenda to follow.
b. Revised 2016 EMWREP Materials Spending – Last year, the WCD approved spending $4846 from the EMWREP materials budget to purchase print materials, table-top displays, and lawn signs. This memo provides updated information on the actual cost of those purchases, some of which differ from the original cost estimates. In addition, the lawn signs were not ordered until 2017, and thus, became a 2017 materials purchase. At the end of 2016, there was approximately $2338 remaining in the EMWREP materials budget.
c. 2017 EMWREP Materials Purchase – In 2016, EMWREP spent $9,837 on materials and non-staff expenses (out of $12,300 available). A detailed listing of 2016 materials expenditures was included in the packet. Similar workshop and materials expenses are anticipated for 2017. A partial budget for 2017 was also included. Approval was requested to spend up to $12,000 from the EMWREP materials budget for 2017 workshops, events, advertising, and other educational materials. Bob Rosenquist made a motion to approve the request. Jim Levitt seconded the motion. Motion carried.
d. Used Water Monitoring Equipment Purchase Request – The WCD has been offered an option to purchase used water monitoring equipment. The equipment has been used only by the WCD, on behalf of the City of Scandia, to monitor two streams in 2013-16 that are adjacent to a gravel mine project. The mining company owns the equipment, which is still in excellent working condition, and they no longer need it because the project is complete. The total value of all equipment is $7,062, which is approximately 50% of the original purchase price. Some of the equipment could be made available for rent to watershed districts or be used as a temporary replacement if watershed district owned equipment needs to be repaired, thereby ensuring that there is little to no data loss. Other equipment could also be made available as rental equipment or used for WCD monitoring projects, or the purchase could be treated as a pass through sale to any interested LGU who would want to own the equipment. Approval was requested to purchase the used water monitoring equipment including a multiparameter sonde, an automated sampler and flow logger, and a solar panel for $7,062.00.Jim Levitt made a motion to approve the purchase. Bob Rosenquist seconded the motion. Motion carried.
e. MN Master JPA for State Professional and Technical Services – A copy of the JPA was included in the packet. Approval of the JPA was requested. A motion to approve the JPA was made by Jim Levitt and seconded by Diane Blake. Motion carried.
f. FY15 CWF Top50PN! Permit Payment Request – In 2015, the WCD received a St. Croix River Association Grant for the Top50P North! implementation grant. The project is located in the City of Afton at 1132 Indian Trail S. and will require a grading permit. The project is designed and is ready for permit submittal. After the permit is procured, the landowner will hire a contractor for installation in 2017. Staff requests a check for the permit fees in the amount of $1,100.00, made payable to the City of Afton for a Grading Permit ($100 fee and $1000 escrow). Unused portions of the escrow will be refunded to the WCD. A motion was made by Jim Levitt, seconded by Bob Rosenquist, to approve a payment of $1,100.00 for permit fees for State cost-share contract 15-02 SCRA located in Afton, MN for permit fees. All members voting yes. Motion carried.
g. NFWF Monarch Grant Application – The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation provides funding for monarch habitat restoration enhancement and outreach through their Monarch Butterfly Conservation Fund. Washington Conservation District would like to support the implementation of monarch habitat restoration and enhancement projects in Washington County. WCD staff has identified a number of partners interested in participating in this opportunity including State Agencies, non-profits, and Home Owners Associations. Grants may be up to two years in length. These require a 1:1 non U.S. federal funds match including cash and in-kind contributions. The preproposal is due on Monday, March 13th. The full proposal is due on Tuesday, May 9th. A motion was made by Jim Levitt, seconded by Diane Blake, to approve using WCD staff resources to apply for FY2017 Monarch Conservation Fund grants as outlined. All members voting yes. Motion carried.
h. GIS License Software – The BMP design staff is requesting the purchase of one ArcGIS Desktop license and one ESRI ArcGIS Spatial Analyst plugin. The total cost is $3,530.84. The Engineering Technical Assistance program (ETA) can contribute 80% of the purchase price ($2,823.00), and the WCD will need to contribute the remaining 20% of the cost ($708.00), in non-state funding. A motion to approve the purchase was made by Bob Rosenquist. Jim Levitt seconded the motion. Motion carried.
i. Wetland Delineation Training – The UofM offers a basic wetland delineation training designed to prepare wetland professionals for becoming a Certified Wetland Delineator. The course is offered once a year in the Metro and is scheduled for June 12-16, 2017. Jay is planning to attend the training and would also like to provide the training to Tara Kline to help support WCA implementation. The week-long training costs $900 each. Jay also plans to take the professional certification exam ($200), and Tara would like to take the In-Training exam ($100). Funding for the training and staff time will come from the WCA Technical Services Agreement with Washington County. Bob Rosenquist made a motion to approve the request for wetland delineation training and certification exams, not to exceed $2,100 plus incidental expenses. Jim Levitt seconded the motion. Motion carried.
AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

None.
Jim Levitt moved to adjourn the public meeting. Bob Rosenquist seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned at 3:02 p.m. The next scheduled meeting is April 12, 2017 at 2:00p.m.

Secretary








Approved Date

5
1
March 8, 2017 Minutes

