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Local units of government in Washington 
and Chisago counties have been awarded 
over $1 million for projects to improve 
water quality of our area lakes, rivers and 
wetlands. With funding from the Minnesota 
Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) 
through the Clean Water, Land and Legacy 
Amendment, Washington Conservation 
District is working with local organizations 
on projects targeting the most critical areas. 
Projects in our area include:

Lake St. Croix: Washington Conservation 
District (WCD) will implement best 
management practices in a project to reduce 
phosphorus runoff to the St. Croix from 
priority agricultural lands. 

Lake St. Croix: Middle St. Croix Water 
Management Organization will install up to 
24 low-impact development practices, such 
as rain gardens, to reduce urban pollution 
running into Lake St. Croix by at least 12 
pounds of phosphorous and 3,000 pounds 
of sediment.

Moody Lake wetland rehabilitation: Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District will 
initiate three wetland rehabilitation projects to remove 80% of phosphorus flowing to 
Moody Lake. 

Forest Lake wetland rehabilitation: Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District will work 
to reduce nutrient runoff by improving a wetland basin within the watershed of Forest Lake, 
one of the metro’s top recreational lakes. 

Colby, Wilmes and Powers Lakes restoration: South Washington Watershed District will 
continue the restoration of these lakes through road improvement projects. These projects, 
including right-of-way rain gardens and iron-enhanced sand filtration, will prevent sediments 
and phosphorus from running into  
the lakes.

Since the Legacy Amendment was passed by Minnesota voters in November 2008, more 
than $100 million has been invested in more than 4,100 conservation practices to improve 
quality of state lakes, rivers and wetlands. In this grant round, $14 million was awarded 
for projects around the state. For more information about Clean Water Fund projects, visit 
www.mnwcd.org.  
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Clean Water Fund Grants Continue 
to Sustain Water Protection Initiatives 

Minnesota farmers are now taking advantage of 
a state-wide program that celebrates and ensures 
protection of our state’s water resources. With the 
help of a five-year, $9 million award from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and legislation enacted 
in 2015, the Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality 
Certification Program (MAWQCP) is expanding 
from four limited pilot areas to statewide availability 
for any agricultural producer. Washington 
Conservation District is promoting this valuable new 
program throughout the county. 

MAWQCP is a voluntary opportunity for farmers 
and agricultural landowners to take the lead in 
implementing conservation practices that protect our 
water. Farmers and landowners who implement and 
maintain approved farm management practices are 
certified, and in turn, receive regulatory certainty for 
10 years.

The MAWQCP certifies farmers and landowners 
for managing their land in a way, which protects 
water quality through a whole-
farm assessment to evaluate 

field characteristics (nutrient, tillage, pest, irrigation and drainage 
management; and conservation practices). Participants also have access 
to additional sources of technical and financial assistance. For more 
information about MAWQCP, the assessment process, or becoming 
certified, contact Tara Kelly at 651-330-8220 x 43 or tkelly@mnwcd.org.

Monitoring of our streams, lakes and groundwater 
provides critical information for understanding, 
protecting and restoring our water resources. Long-term 
monitoring provides the essential data used to make 
decisions about where best management practices (BMPs) 
such as rain gardens, cover crops, or erosion control 
should be implemented. Washington Conservation 
District provides valuable monitoring expertise to 
watershed districts and other local government units that 
lack monitoring staff. 

This year, WCD monitoring staff of five plus a seasonal 
technician monitored 55 stream sites for water 
quantity and quality, as well as precipitation at some 
sites. Additionally, over 100 lakes were monitored for 
elevation, with 65 of those including water quality 
sampling. Groundwater was also monitored, primarily 
for level. 

Analysis of data collected overtime shows the quality of 
water resources in the county is variable but generally 
stable, and in some cases even improving. Thermal 
monitoring on Brown’s Creek near Stillwater has 
shown that various projects have significantly decreased 
average summer water temperatures, improving habitat 
for trout. Lake monitoring on East Boot near Marine-
on-St. Croix has shown increasing water clarity. Both 
cases indicate implementation of BMPs and changes 
within the watershed have had positive impacts on 
water quality. Water Quality Certification Expands  

to Farms across Minnesota

Water Monitoring SupportS 
BeSt ManageMent praCtiCeS

PROVIDING QUALITY TECHNICAL AND EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FOR THE 
CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES IN WASHINGTON COUNTY SINCE 1942.
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Jared Nordick and son displaying 
 their certification.

Rebecca Kingston monitoring Little Carnelian Lake. 
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WCD is still 
taking orders 
for our annual 
tree sale. Trees 
can be ordered 
in bundles of 25 
for only $35, and 
current selection 
includes conifers, 
hardwoods 
and shrubs. In 

addition, we are offering a special pack of 
bird-friendly trees: 30 trees for $50, including 
Bur Oak, White Oak, Black Cherry, White 
Pine, Chokecherry and Wild Plum. To order 
trees and learn more, visit www.mnwcd.org 
or call Wendy at (651) 330-8220 x24.

Pick up your orders at Washington County 
Fairgrounds Rabbit Building, 12300 40th St. 
N., Lake Elmo on Friday, April 22 from 8:00 
a.m.-8:00 p.m. and Saturday, April 23 from  
8:00 a.m.-noon. 

Order Your Trees While 
Selection is Best 

In 2016 WCD and Middle St. Croix 
Watershed Management Organization 
(MSCWMO) are hosting a Minnesota 
GreenCorps member Katherine 
McLellan. Minnesota GreenCorps 
is a state-wide program to help 
protect Minnesota’s environment 
while training a new generation of 
environmental professionals. 

Working in partnership with WCD 
staff, McLellan has developed a survey 
to be sent to landowners who live 
in small communities from Bayport 
to Lake St. Croix Beach and whose 
properties drain to Lake St. Croix. 
The purpose of the anonymous survey 
is to measure landowners’ knowledge 
and interest in clean water issues and 
projects that help to protect habitat 
and water.

Information from the survey, in 
combination with a technical analysis, 
will help to identify the best places to 
install voluntary projects to protect 
Lake St. Croix. The results will guide 
future plans to reduce pollution to 
Lake St. Croix. 

Survey Measures Interest in  
St. Croix Conservation Programs

WCD Calendar of Events
Spring Gardening Program FREE 
Saturday, March 26, 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Stillwater Area 
High School, 5701 Stillwater Blvd. N., Stillwater

Washington County Master Gardeners offer three 
presentations for homeowners: sustainable gardening, 
landscape design principles and landscaping with native 
plants. 

Urban Landscape Workshops FREE
Thursday, April 7, 6 p.m.-8 p.m., Lake Elmo Public 
Library, 3537 Lake Elmo Ave N., Lake Elmo

Tuesday, April 26, 6 p.m.-8 p.m., All Saints Lutheran 
Church, 8100 Belden Blvd., Cottage Grove

Wednesday, May 4, 6 p.m.-8 p.m., Vanelli’s by the Lake,  
55 Lake St. S., Forest Lake

Master Gardeners and Water Resource Educators will 
help you create a more family and eco-friendly oasis in 
your urban backyard. Learn about healthy habitat for 
pollinators, practices that protect water, growing vegetables 
and getting kids involved. 

Rural Landscape Workshops FREE
Wednesday, April 27, 6p.m.-8p.m., Scandia Community 
Center, 14727 209th St. N., Scandia

Tuesday, May 10, 6p.m.-8p.m., Carpenter Nature Center, 
12805 St. Croix Trail S., Hastings

This informal workshop will give you tools to incorporate 
gardens, natural areas and play spaces into your small rural 
landscape. Learn how to create habitat for pollinators and 
wildlife; manage invasive species such as buckthorn; and 
install rain gardens and swales to protect water resources. 

WaterFest 2016 FREE
Saturday, June 4, 11a.m.-4p.m., Lake Phalen Park, 1600 
Phalen Dr., St. Paul

This family event celebrates our clean water with hands-on 
activities on and around the lake. 

Groundwater “Feed Your Brain” FREE
Thursday, June 16, 6p.m.-8p.m., Afton House Inn, 3291 St. 
Croix Trail S., Afton 

Groundwater provides 100% of water for residents in 
Washington County. What’s the state of our groundwater 
resources? How can I protect groundwater for future 
generations? Light snacks provided and beverages available 
for purchase. 

Aquatic Invasive Species Learning FREE
Thursday, July 14, 6p.m.-8p.m., Afton House Inn, 3291 St 
Croix Trail S., Afton 

Learn how to identify, prevent and manage common native 
and aquatic invasive species (AIS). Light snacks provided 
and beverages available for purchase.

Family Friendly Pond Dipping Events FREE 
Monday, June 6, 6:30-8 p.m., Millbrook Neighborhood, 
Stillwater Tuesday, June 14, 6-7:30 p.m., Tanners Lake 
Park, 400 Glenbrook Ave. N., Oakdale

Wednesday, June 22, 6-7:30 p.m., Meadowgrass Park, 
6950 Meadow Grass Ave., Cottage Grove

Tuesday, June 28, 6:30-8 p.m., Powers Lake Park, 10000 
Brookview Rd., Woodbury

Tuesday, July 12, 6-8p.m., Keller Regional Park, 2166 
Maplewood Dr., Maplewood

Tuesday, July 19, 5-8p.m., Lakeside Park, 95 E. Broadway 
Ave., Forest Lake

Join East Metro Water Resource Education Program staff 
as we discover plants and critters in and around our local 
lakes. Wear outdoor play attire. Open to all ages. Youth 
must be accompanied by an adult. More information: 
www.mnwcd.org.

Netting for plants and critters. Creating habitat for pollinators.

What is This?

a. Northern watermilfoil
b. Eurasian watermilfoil
c. Curly leaf pondweed
d. Flowering rush

Answer: b. Eurasian watermilfoil (EWM) 
is an aquatic invasive species (AIS) that 
is spread when small portions of the 
plant become tangled in boat propellers 
or attached to rudders and boat trailers. 
Even a small piece can form new roots and 
continue to grow in a new lake. Today it is 
found in 160 lakes, rivers and streams in 
Minnesota. It also grows so quickly that 
it crowds out native plants, disrupting the 
lake’s natural habitat. Consistently cleaning 
your boat or other water sports equipment 
before and after entering lakes can prevent 
the spread of this aggressive species.

Photo courtesy of Wisconsin DNR.


