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Definitions
Invasive: an alien species 
whose introduction does or is 
likely to cause economic or 
environmental harm to 
human health.

Exotic/non-native/alien: 
those that occur outside 
their natural range 
boundaries, most often 
mediated by humans either 
deliberately or 
unintentionally.

Tansy (Tanacetum vulgare)



• A partnership of federal, state, and 
local government agencies, tribes, 
individuals, and various groups that 
manage noxious weeds or invasive 
plants in a defined area.

• Defined geographical area

• MDNR, MDA, MNDOT, BWSR, NPS, 
NRCS watershed districts

• City and County Parks  

• Non-profits, land trusts, Nature 
Centers

• Landowners 

Cooperative Weed Management Areas



Cooperative Weed Management Grant

GRANT BACKGROUND:
• 2016, WCD Awarded Cooperative Weed Management Grant

through Clean Water Land and Legacy Amendment Funding( 3 year grant ) 
 $15K total.  50% program development, 50% removal assistance

TIMELINE:
• Year 1  Outreach  ( Many site visits conducted and funding distributed this fall/winter )

• Year 2 & 3 landowners will begin removal

LONG TERM:
• Minnesota Department of Ag (MDA) has additional grant funding to help 

landowners battle Grecian Foxglove  & Oriental Bittersweet  after going through 
our grant program.



Includes 5 Invasive Species

1. Grecian Foxglove
2. Oriental Bittersweet
3. Garlic Mustard
4. Buckthorn
5. Japanese Knotweed





Example : 1
Grecian Foxglove, (Digitalis lanata)
Eradication is Possible for Grecian Foxglove!

• Grecian Foxglove is very localized in 
Washington County  

( plant is toxic, do not touch )
• Northern and Southern populations
• Strategy of outreach to halt it’s spread
• Control of existing populations

MDA has additional funding for Grecian Foxglove 
to support WCD current efforts and work with 
landowners.  In addition they are tracking the 
spread through their EDD MapS on their website.   
( See photos of current known populations).  
https://www.eddmaps.org/distribution/viewma
p.cfm?sub=13990



Example 2:
Buckthorn 

(Rhamnus cathartica, Frangula alnus)

• Deciduous shrub or 
small tree

• Sub-opposite leaves 
with small thorn on 
the end

• Male and female 
plants, only the 
females produce 
berries



Summary:

• Held several workshops, 
Master Gardeners, Sentence to
Serve, County Fair, LGU, Belwin

• Successful outreach
• Connected landowners with 

MDA
• January 2016 meeting of 

CWMA partners (17 attendees)

Photo: Conservation Corps spraying Grecian 
foxglove.



Next Steps 2018 CWMA:

• Focus on providing technical 
assistance to LGUs to improve 
their invasive species removal 
programs.

• January 2018 CWMA partner 
meeting

Photo: Local roads in Washington County



Get the word out!
• Help report invasive species on EDD MapS.
Additional Grants
• Watershed District Plant Grant & Buckthorn Grant
Board Request
• Motion to approve continued efforts to build the 

CWMA in Washington County

THANK YOU!

Tara Kelly, Tara Kline 


