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Approved
Call to Order

Meeting called to order at 2:02 p.m. by Chair, Louise Smallidge.

Members Present:
Louise Smallidge, Chair

John Rheinberger, Vice Chair




Bob Rosenquist, Secretary




Diane Blake, Communications and Outreach
Staff Present:

Jay Riggs
Shari Larkin

Aaron DeRusha

Rebecca Oldenburg

Mike Isensee

Other Agencies:
Michelle Wohlers, NRCS
Additions or Deletions to Agenda

A motion to approve the Agenda was made by John Rheinberger, seconded by Bob Rosenquist. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Items on the Consent Agenda are the 2017 Minnesota Land Trust Agreement in the amount of $6,000; and the 2017 CMSCWD BMP Maintenance Agreement in the amount of $7,600. A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by John Rheinberger, and seconded by Bob Rosenquist. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF march 8, 2017 BOARD MEETING MINUTES

A motion to approve the March 8, 2017 minutes was made by Bob Rosenquist and seconded by Diane Blake. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report

Items to note this month are $902.03 payable to Tech Sales Company for water monitoring expenses; $1,100.00 payable to the City of Afton for permit fees; $2,250.00 payable to Hamline University for the Metro Watershed Partners membership; $500.00 payable to Karen Iverson for newsletter editing; and $1,500.00 payable to U.S. Bank for the annual bond administration fee. A motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, subject to audit, was made by John Rheinberger. Seconded by Diane Blake. Motion carried.
Board Committee Reports

Personnel – Nothing to report.
Budget and Finance – Nothing to report.
Cost-Share – Nothing to report.
Communications and Outreach – Nothing to report.
AGENCY PARTNER REPORTS

Washington County – Nothing to report.
NRCS – Michelle gave a presentation on NRCS, and what they do. Next month she will present project examples. Michelle also noted that there are 2 EQIP and 5 CRP contracts for this year. She also presented information that has been gathered since 2000 regarding funding in Washington County. It covered tree plantings and practices.
BWSR – Nothing to report.
MCD/MACD – The next Board meeting is May 31st.
Watersheds – Nothing to report.
MASWCD – Nothing to report.
EMPLOYEE REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS/INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

a. Newspaper Articles and Other WCD Outreach – A 3-ring binder of the past month’s newspaper articles is available for the Board to look through if they wish.
b. Presentation – Lily Lake Targeted Monitoring – Aaron DeRusha, Rebecca Oldenburg and Mike Isensee.
Old Business

a. Building Operations and Vehicles – We are in receipt of the 2017 lawn care proposal. The total proposal for mowing and fertilizer/weed control for the season is $1,660.38. A motion to approve the proposal was made by John Rheinberger, and seconded by Bob Rosenquist. Motion carried.
b. 2017 Seasonals Update – Water Monitoring, BMP and AIS seasonal positions have been filled. We are interviewing for the remaining positions. Jay requested that a motion be made to approve the AIS hires, since his daughter is filling one of the positions. A motion to approve the AIS hires was made by Diane Blake, seconded by Bob Rosenquist. Motion carried.
c. Buffers, 1W1P, and AIS Updates – There was a public meeting this past Saturday regarding the Buffer Program. The latest information from BWSR was included in the packet.
d. WCD 75th Anniversary – We will have something for our anniversary at the fair booth this year. We will also get some stickers to attach to literature, and include a tagline on our outgoing email signatures. Bob recommended a video showing projects throughout the years.
NEW BUSINESS

a. 319 Grant Awards – We applied for (and received) two 319 Grants. One for St. Croix Targeted Phosphorus Reduction, and one for the Goose Lake TMDL Final Implementation.
b. WCD Life Insurance Benefit – Historically, the WCD has provided one times salary for life insurance benefit, up to $100,000. After going on our own insurance plans, it had dropped to a $50,000 maximum. We have requested that MetLife change the life insurance amounts back to one times annual salary, up to a maximum of $100,000. A motion to approve was made by John Rheinberger, seconded by Bob Rosenquist. Motion carried.
c. WCD Bylaws Address Update – Jay requested approval to update our address and the time of our monthly meeting to 2pm. Bob Rosenquist made a motion to approve those changes to the Bylaws. Diane Blake seconded the motion. Motion carried.
d. Local Operational Research Assistance (OPERA) Grant Application Request – The Minnesota Local Road Research Board hosts the OPERA program to fund and share innovations in operations, construction, and maintenance relating to methods, materials and equipment. The program funds up to $20,000 through a request for proposal process. The increased awareness of the decline in pollinator populations has also generated interest in organic methods of site preparation for restorations. Unfortunately, not a lot of data exists on the efficacy of organic site preparation methods. Therefore, most of the grant-funded restoration project must rely on more traditional methods of site preparation including the use of herbicides. Washington Conservation District (WCD) and Washington County Public Works would like to research the efficacy of organic site preparation methods for roadside pollinator plantings on County roads. WCD would conduct the vegetation surveys and monitoring; Washington County staff would prepare, seed and maintain the sites. The OPERA program would fund the materials cost of the site preparation and seeding. A motion was made by Bob Rosenquist, seconded by Diane Blake, to approve using WCD staff resources to apply for FY2017 OPERA program grant as outlined. All members voting yes. Motion carried.
e. CWMA Grant Encumbrance Requests – Multiple Projects
Belwin Conservancy – The WCD staff requests the encumbrance of up to $1,100.00 for invasive species removal at Belwin Conservancy. This project address is 795 Indian Trail Afton, MN. This project meets the grant requirements as the project area currently has Grecian Foxglove (Digitalis lanata) on site. WCD is working with the Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) to provide additional grant assistance to area landowners. The total estimated cost for this project is $1,467.00 in material and removal cost. The CWMA grant would pay up to 75% of project costs up to $1,100.00. The remaining 25% would be provided by the landowner through contributing In-Kind staff time, supplies or requesting assistance from the Valley Branch Watershed District. The landowners are responsible for maintaining the practice for a total of 10 years for the CWF grant. A motion was made by Diane Blake, seconded by John Rheinberger, to approve an encumbrance of up to $1,100.00 for State cost-share contract 16-01 CWF_CWMA. The district technical representative (Tara Kline) has performed a site inspection, reviewed the concept plans, and cost estimate. Applicant will be notified of Board’s decision within 15 days. All members voting yes. Motion carried.
South of Hwy94 - The WCD staff requests the encumbrance of up to $3,200.00 for invasive species removal at Six Landowners homes that live South of Hwy 94. This South of Hwy 94 group includes the following addresses: 1217 Indian Trail S Afton, 14300 15th St. Circle S. Afton, 5115 Quadrant Ave S. Afton, 1248 Stagecoach Trail S. Afton, 1010 Stagecoach Trl S. Afton, 421 Stagecoach Trl Afton. This project meets the grant requirements as the project areas currently have Grecian Foxglove (Digitalis lanata) on site. WCD is working with the Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) to provide additional grant assistance to area landowners. The total estimated cost for this project is $4,267.00 in material and removal cost. The CWMA grant would pay up to 75% of project costs up to $3,200.00. The remaining 25% would be provided by the landowner through contributing In-Kind staff time, supplies or requesting assistance from the Valley Branch Watershed District. The landowners are responsible for maintaining the practice for a total of 10 years for the CWF grant. A motion was made by Diane Blake, seconded by John Rheinberger, to approve an encumbrance of up to $3,200.00 for State cost-share contract 16-01 CWF_CWMA. The district technical representative (Tara Kline) has performed a site inspection, reviewed the concept plans, and cost estimate. Applicant will be notified of Board’s decision within 15 days. All members voting yes. Motion carried.
f. SCRA Native Prairie Grant Encumbrance Request - Anderson – In 2016, WCD received a grant from the St. Croix River Association to convert agricultural lands and managed turf areas to prairie to reduce phosphorus loading to the St. Croix River. The WCD Staff requests the encumbrance of up to $5,320 for conversion of 1.2 acres of turf to prairie at the Anderson residence, 10079 Norell Avenue in Stillwater Township. This property is located along Silver Creek, about 2 miles upstream from the confluence with the St. Croix River. The total estimated cost for this project is $8,320 in materials and installation cost. The SCRA grant would cover up to 75% of total project costs, excluding any tree removal work for site preparation. The remainder would be requested in match from the CMSCWD and the landowner. This conversion would reduce phosphorus loading by 0.96lb. A motion was made by Diane Blake, seconded by Bob Rosenquist, to approve an encumbrance of up to $5,320 for FY 2016 SCRA Native Perennial Establishment for Water Quality, Contract 16-01 SCRA. The district technical representative (Tara Kelly) has performed a site inspection, reviewed the concept plans, and cost estimate. Applicant will be notified of Board’s decision within 15 days. All members voting yes. Motion carried.
g. MDA AgBMP Loan Program Agreement – Approval was requested for the Amendment to Attachment A – 2017 Award, for the Minnesota Department of Agriculture program. A motion was made by John Rheinberger to approve the Amendment. Diane Blake seconded the motion. Motion carried.
h. MASWCD Call for Resolutions – If anyone has a resolution to submit, please let Jay know.
i. Conservation Corps Host Site Agreement – Approval was requested for the Conservation Corps Minnesota Host Site Agreement. A motion to approve the Agreement was made by Bob Rosenquist, seconded by John Rheinberger. Motion carried.
j. MASWCD Area IV Tour Planning – The summer tour rotates every year. Our office is the 2017 host. The date is July 12th.
AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

None.
John Rheinberger moved to adjourn the public meeting. Bob Rosenquist seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned at 3:04 p.m. The next scheduled meeting is May 10, 2017 at 2:00p.m.

Secretary
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