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Call to Order

Meeting called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chair, John Rheinberger.

Members Present:
John Rheinberger, Chair

Louise Smallidge, Vice Chair

Jim Levitt, Treasurer




Bob Rosenquist, Secretary

George Weyer, Communications and Outreach

Staff Present:

Jay Riggs




Shari Larkin



Bryan Pynn
Other Agencies:
Michelle Wohlers, NRCS
Additions or Deletions to Agenda

Two items were added under New Business. Item I – Buckthorn Grant Payment and Item J – Possible New Brochure Concept. A motion to approve the agenda was made by Louise Smallidge. Seconded by Bob Rosenquist. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Items on the Consent Agenda this month are the 2016-2018 City of Hugo EMWREP Agreement in the amount of $2,500; the 2016-2018 City of Oakdale EMWREP Agreement in the amount of $2,500; the 2016 Washington County Public Health Agreement Amendment in the amount of $18,000; the 2016 RCWD Cost-Share Agreement in the amount of $10,000; and the 2016 VBWD Water Monitoring Agreement in the amount of $52,748. A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Louise Smallidge. Seconded by Jim Levitt. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF March 9, 2016 BOARD MEETING MINUTES

A motion to approve the March 9, 2016 minutes was made by Jim Levitt and seconded by Bob Rosenquist. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report

Items to note this month are $542.50 payable to Loffler Companies for telephone system service; $3,614.75 payable to Metropolitan Council for a water monitoring expense; $2,233.48 payable to Tech Sales Company for a water monitoring expense; $1,500.00 payable to U.S. Bank Trust for a bond administration fee; $588.00 payable to Centraire for HVAC maintenance; $1,099.00 payable to Helmer Printing, Inc. for printing the newsletter; 1,697.50 payable to MMC Associates for newsletter editing; and $1,000.00 payable to Peterson Company, Ltd. for year-end report preparation. A motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, subject to audit, was made by Bob Rosenquist. Seconded by Jim Levitt. Motion carried.
Board Committee Reports

Personnel – Nothing to report.
Budget and Finance – Nothing to report.
Cost-Share – The Cost-Share Committee met prior to the regular Board meeting. That item will be discussed under New Business.
Communications and Outreach – Nothing to report.
AGENCY PARTNER REPORTS

Washington County – Jay and Jed met with Don Theisen and Wayne Sandberg from the County, to coordinate on some efforts. We are moving forward with AIS Grant planning for the year. Discussions are continuing regarding the Wilder property.
NRCS – Recently, there have been three applications funded for Washington County. Two conservation activity plans for pollinator habitat, and one for pollinator planting. There are two additional applications that are being funded through the AgWQCP program for grazing projects. There are some issues on the Rydeen project that are being addressed. Lastly, we need to set-up the annual local work group. A motion was made by Louise Smallidge, to hold the local work group on May 11th at 12:30. Bob Rosenquist seconded the motion. Motion carried.
BWSR – The Biennial Budget Report was submitted.
MCD – The next meeting will be May 25th. The Managers met two weeks ago regarding equipment purchases. We have a piece of survey equipment that we will be sharing with Chisago County. There were also discussions about an upcoming groundwater project.
Watersheds – Nothing to report.
MASWCD – The filing deadline for the election is May 31st. Also, if any Board member has a recommendation for resolutions, let Jay know.
EMPLOYEE REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS/INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

a. Newspaper Articles and Other WCD Outreach – A 3-ring binder of the past month’s newspaper articles is available for the Board to look through if they wish.
b. Presentation – WCD Subwatershed Analysis Program – Bryan Pynn
Old Business

a. Building Operations and Vehicles – We now are displaying prints from Emily Gray Koehler in the office. The focus of the prints is invasive species. The repair/maintenance work on the roof will be taking place tomorrow. This winter was tough on the pavement in the parking lot, so we will be looking at options for repair. We are getting estimates for a new vehicle.
b. 2016 Workload and Budget – Jay is still looking for 300 additional hours to fill Wendy’s time through the end of the year.
c. 2016 Day at the Capitol Debriefing – John, George and Jay attended Day at the Capitol and met with 11 representatives. A big topic of discussion was funding mechanisms for Conservation Districts.
d. 2016 Seasonals Update – We will have five seasonal positions this summer. Three AIS Inspectors, one for water monitoring, and one for the BMP department.
NEW BUSINESS

a. FY14 Lake St. Croix CWF Encumbrance Request – The WCD Staff requests the encumbrance of $68,975.38 for project costs to install three grade stabilizations on the Schaffer property in Denmark Township. Survey work has been conducted; and the design and cost estimates have been developed. The BWSR Gully model shows a phosphorus reduction of 143.8 lb/yr TP. The total estimated cost for this project is $91,967.18 in project costs. The South Washington Watershed District (SWWD) is the match partner for this project. The CWF grant requires a 25% match which would be an estimated $22,991.80. A motion was made by Louise Smallidge, seconded by Bob Rosenquist, to approve an encumbrance of $91,967.18 for contract 14-05 CWF-LSC. The district technical representative (James Landini) has performed a site inspection, survey, designed the concept and cost estimate. Applicant will be notified of Board’s decision within 15 days. All members voting yes. Motion carried.
b. 2016 WCD Supervisor Elections – Districts 1, 3 and 5 are up for election this year. Filing information was included in the packet.
c. 2016 MDA AgBMP Loan Award – A copy of the 2016 AgBMP Loan Program Agreement was included in the packet.
d. 2016 LCS Lawn Services Agreement – The 2016 Agreement was included in the packet. George recommended that the Agreement be changed so the summer and fall fertilizer/weed control applications are spot treatments only. A motion to approve the Agreement, with the treatment changed discussed, was made by George Weyer. Motion seconded by Louise Smallidge. Motion carried.
e. LCS Arbor Vitae Pruning Proposal – A proposal for pruning the arbor vitaes was included in the packet. The quote is $595.00. A motion to approve the pruning proposal was made by Bob Rosenquist. Motion seconded by Louise Smallidge. Motion carried.
f. NACD Urban Grants – Information regarding a new grant opportunity for urban agriculture and community technical assistance was included in the packet.
g. 2016 GreenCorps Resolution – Our GreenCorps application has been submitted. George Weyer made a motion to approve the formal resolution. Jim Levitt seconded the motion. Motion carried.
h. FY16 Monarch Grant Application –The Chisago Soil and Water Conservation District and the Washington Conservation District would like to jointly apply for Monarch Butterfly Conservation Fund grants from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. The Monarch Butterfly Conservation Fund Grant Program will support efforts to increase monarch butterfly population numbers with three strategies 1) increasing connectivity in habitat for monarchs through restoration and conservation 2) enhancing capacity and coordination of monarch conservation efforts and 3) improving the seed supply of native milkweeds and nectar producing species. The joint partnership proposes two grant applications. One for Monarchs on Farms, and the other for Habitat Restoration for Monarchs. A motion was made by Louise Smallidge, seconded by George Weyer, to approve using WCD staff resources to apply for FY2016 Monarch Butterfly Conservation Fund grants as outlined. All members voting yes. Motion carried.
i. Buckthorn Grant Payment – We are working in partnership with Isanti SWCD on a Buckthorn Clean Sweep Project. Bayport WMA has been the focus in Washington County. Crooked Road and Marget Lake WMAs have been the focus in Isanti County. A request was made to pay $14,175.00 for the Bayport WMA work. A motion to approve paying Natural Resources Restoration, in the amount of $14,175.00, for the Bayport WMA portion of the project, was made by George Weyer and seconded by Bob Rosenquist. Motion carried. A request was made to pay $11,445.00 for the Crooked Road/Marget Lake WMAs portion of the project. That amount represents the portion of the project that was completed after the contract was executed. A motion to approve paying Natural Resources Restoration, in the amount of $11,445.00, for the Crooked Road and Marget Lake WMAs portion of the project, was made by George Weyer and seconded by Louise Smallidge. Motion carried.
j. Possible New Brochure Concept – John Rheinberger presented a copy of the brochure that Ramsey SWCD is currently using. We have had our current brochure for a number of years. Bob Rosenquist made a motion to move forward with a new brochure design. Jim Levitt seconded the motion. Motion carried.
AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

George Weyer moved to adjourn the public meeting. Jim Levitt seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned at 3:04 p.m. The next scheduled meeting is May 11, 2016 at 2:00p.m., with the NRCS Local Work Group starting at 12:30p.m.
Secretary








Approved Date

5
3
April 13, 2016 Minutes

