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Abundance can be surprisingly fragile. When the first European settlers hauled 
their wagons across the Mississippi River and into the western United States, they 
gazed out at a vast, unending prairie, mind-numbingly unbroken by hill or tree. 
Surely in this land where grass grew taller than man, wheat and rye would prosper 
as well. When first turned under, the prairie soil indeed was fertile, and so they 
plowed and planted more. Soon farm fields, instead of prairie, stretched as far as 
the eye could see. Then one day, the rain stopped, the soil became parched, the 
shallow roots of the farm crops withered, and the land blew away in the wind. 

During the 1930’s, the United States endured both an economic depression and a 
severe drought. Deep-rooted prairie grasses could find moisture during the driest of 
summers, but farm crops died quickly, leaving nothing behind but bare soil. During 
the ensuing Dust Bowl, clouds of dirt darkened the sun, burying homes and hopes 
in their wake. John Steinback’s novel, The Grapes of Wrath, captures perfectly the 
desperation and darkness of the era, as the Joad family joins thousands of others 
fleeing Oklahoma for greener pastures in California. 

Eventually, after a decade of struggle, the economy rebounded, the rains returned, 
and the dust finally settled in the Great Plains states. Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts (SWCD’s) were formed to help farmers implement conservation practices 
on their land to prevent large scale erosion from happening again. In Washington 
County, the Conservation District (WCD) was established in 1942, and this special-
purpose local unit of government has continued to work with landowners since, 
protecting land and water quality with conservation projects large and small. The 
WCD has been at the Washington County Fair every year since 1942, and has held 
an annual tree sale since the late 1970’s. 

Initially, the work of the District was agricultural and focused on farmers. Today, 
the WCD is adapting to changing landscapes and climate. The WCD provides free 
technical assistance to any landowner in the county, and supports and implements 
voluntary Best Management Practices (BMPs) alongside willing landowners, both 
urban and rural. These projects include raingardens, shoreline restorations, prairies, 
and buffers. Cost-share funding and grants are available for most projects. Every 
day a dedicated team of water monitoring staff head out onto the lakes and streams 
throughout the county to test water quality. This allows the WCD to test and see 
how well BMPs are improving the health of our water resources. Education staff 
works with the public to equip citizens from all walks of life to protect and keep 
water clean. 

Thank YOU for supporting the work we do!

Celebrating 75 years of Voluntary Conservation 
in Washington County 

PROVIDING QUALITY TECHNICAL AND EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FOR THE 
CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES IN WASHINGTON COUNTY SINCE 1942.

455 Hayward Avenue North, Oakdale, MN 55128 / 651-330-8220 / www.mnwcd.org

Washington Conservation District (WCD)  
Board of Supervisors:
District 1 .........................Bob Rosenquist
District 2  ........................Jim Levitt
District 3  ........................John Rheinberger
District 4 .........................Louise Smallidge
District 5  ........................Diane Blake 

Board meetings are held at the WCD office on the 2nd 
Wednesday each month, at 2:00 pm. The public is welcome. 
Board meeting agendas will be posted on the website when 
they are available, and meeting minutes will be posted after 
they have been approved.

The WCD iS LoCaTeD aT: 
455 hayward ave N., oakdale, MN 55128
offiCe houRS: 7:00am-4:30pm
CaLL uS: 651-330-8220  
WeB: www.mnwcd.org
CoNTaCT uS: www.mnwcd.org/wcd-staff-board/

We’Re oN faCeBook: 
www.facebook.com/mnwcd

We’Re oN TWiTTeR:
twitter.com/eMWReP

We’Re oN iNSTagRaM: 
 @wcd_mn

We have a BLog: 
eastmetrowater.areavoices.com

www.mnwcd.org 

Announcing Bee Better certified™: 
Creating Better Places for Bees 
Announcing a new farm and food certification program, Bee Better Certified™

By Scott Hoffman Black, Executive Director, The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation

Collaborating with farmers to protect and restore high-quality habitat for pollinators is a core part of the 
work of the Xerces Society.

As part of our agricultural pollinator conservation efforts we are launching a new farm and food certification 
program, Bee Better Certified™—the first third-party certification program in the world focused specifically 
on pollinator conservation.

The goal of Bee Better Certified is to give bees a healthy place to live. We know that pollinators benefit when 
farmers plant and manage a diversity of flowers in their farm landscapes and limit the use of pesticides. 
We also know that farmers and food companies want recognition for their conservation efforts. Bee Better 
Certified provides a clear way forward for farmers and food companies to be certified through a science-

based, third-party certification program that is impactful for 
pollinators.

Bee Better Certified products will feature a unique 
packaging seal so that consumers can shop with confidence, 
knowing that their purchases benefit pollinators and 
farmers.

At the heart of Bee Better Certified is a set of standards that 
establish a high bar for habitat restoration and pesticide 
risk reduction, and ensure that the program meets its goal 
of helping bees. These production standards were developed 
from a thorough review of scientific literature and rigorous 
vetting by a panel of experts.

Bee Better Certified received startup funding through 
the Conservation Innovation Grant program run by 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. Oregon Tilth, one of the largest 
organic certifiers in the U.S., will be the Bee Better Certified 
accredited certification body.

Learn more about Bee Better Certified and join the 
movement to provide pollinators with a healthy, sustainable 
environment at www.beebettercertified.org.

The WCD has grant money available to increase pollinator habitat in 
buffers. Contact us today to learn more!

BoaRD fRoM LefT To RighT: 
Diane, John, Bob, Louise, and Jim.

“There must be some force behind conservation... 
I can see only one such force: a respect for the 
land as an organism out of a sense of love and 
obligation to this great biota we call America.”

– Aldo Leopold, 1944
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August 2 - 6

Washington County fairgrounds  
“a” Building

Landscape Design Technicians
Lauren Haydon graduated from the 
University of Minnesota: Twin Cities in 
May of 2016 with a B.S in Environmental 
Sciences, Policy, & Management with 
a focus in Conservation Resource 
Management. In her position at the WCD 
she is working to help create and design 
habitat, prairie and shoreline restoration 
projects. 

Allen VanDien will be starting his 
final year of the Masters of Landscape 
Architecture program at the University of 
Minnesota - Twin Cities this fall. This is his 
second summer with the WCD designing 
BMPs, modeling pollutant reduction and 
maintaining existing BMPs.

BMP Maintenance Technician 

Michael Mayer, from Woodbury, graduated 
from St. Olaf College in 2015 with a B.A. 
in Biology and Environmental Studies. He 
is currently pursuing a Master’s of GIS 
at St. Mary’s University of Minnesota in 
Minneapolis. 

Water Monitoring Seasonal 

Luke Martinkosky, a transplant from 
Virginia, has a B.S. in Environmental 
Science from Virginia Tech and a Master’s 
degree in Hydrology & Limnology from 
the University of Washington. 

Aquatic Invasive Species Watercraft Inspectors  

Lauren Riggs is going to be a senior at Beloit College this fall where she is 
majoring in Anthropology and minoring in Health & Society. 

Emi Lopez is a sophomore at UW Madison studying Environmental 
Science and Sociology. 

Amanda Herbrand is originally from Holmen, WI. She is a senior at the 
University of Wisconsin – River Falls studying Conservation. 

Harry Moore teaches high school social studies and works as an AIS 
Watercraft Inspector US Military Veteran on summer breaks. He is a 
graduate of Hamline University in Education and a veteran. 

Volunteers

Clarissa Cole is an Environmental Science Policy and Management Student 
(CFANS/U) and the University of Minnesota. When not at work or school, 
she is with her dog, at yoga or indoor rock-climbing. 

Hayden Funk will be a senior at Stillwater High School this fall. He enjoys 
hunting and fishing, and is interning with the Water Monitoring staff this 
summer to help in his pursuit of a career in conservation. 

SEASONAL STAFF AT WCD

top row: Emi Lopez, Amanda Herbrand, Lauren Riggs, Kara Komoto, Lauren Haydon  
Bottom row: Michael Mayer, Allen VanDien, Luke Martinkosky, Hayden Funk 
not Pictured: Clarissa Cole, Harry Moore

Help us celebrate 75 years 
of conservation and natural 
resource protection in 
Washington County! 

We’ll provide the grilling 
food; bring your family and 
a dish to share. 

RSVP: angie.hong@mnwcd.org 
or 651-330-8220 x.35

*Please RSVP so we can plan 
on how much food to purchase 
– thank you!*

SuNDAy, SEPTEMBER 17
Noon - 2:00p.m.

Lake Elmo Park Reserve, South Pavilion 
1515 Keats Ave N., Lake Elmo

LAwn gAmes • PLAyground 
Hiking trAiLs • food & fun

Be the change you wish to see in your 
community: Become a Master Water Steward

INFO SESSIONS 
August 8 @ 6:00p.m. & September 12 @ 6:00p.m. 

Apply now to begin classes 
in the fall! The application 
is available online at: 
masterwaterstewards.org

Want to help protect local 
lakes, rivers, streams and 
wetlands? The Master Water 
Stewards is a program 
that certifies and supports 
community leaders to protect 
clean water! 

The details: 
•  Complete 50 hours of training beginning October 2017:  

online and in-person. 

•  Complete a Capstone Project: complete a clean water 
project such as installing a raingarden, shoreline planting, 
or rural lands project. Grant funds are available for these 
projects through your watershed district. 

•  Complete 25 hours of volunteer service to your watershed 
in following years to remain certified. 

To learn more contact Angie Hong (angie.hong@mnwcd.org 
or 651-330-8220 x.35). 

JOIN US

— 146TH ANNUAL —

wAsHington county fAir

~ You  are  inv ited  ~

Friends & Conservation Cooperators 

APPRECIATION PICNIC

Kara Komoto is a recent 
graduate of Macalester College 
with a B.A in Geography and 

a minor in Environmental 
Studies. This summer she is 
serving at the Washington 
Conservation District as a 
Conservation Apprentice 

through the Conservation Corps 
of Minnesota and Iowa. At the 
WCD her main responsibility 
is conducting inspections on 
completed best management 
practices (BMPs) throughout 

the county to ensure that 
they’re continuing to effectively 

improve water quality.




